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An apology 
To those of you who received the May issue late. we're sorry! We decided tu priat a lew 
dozen extra copies for the dministrators present at the Ericsson Cup awards ooht, which 
overstretched the budget a bit, We appreciate that_our subscribers should cone first, Wi thin was 


x cuspid not to be missed, The feedback recemed juetitied oat dectoinen 


Running on empty? 

ltis approximately six or seven weeks since our last issue and the continued success of 
the Socceroos as well as the Young Socceroos exploits in Kangar has kept soccer in the 
general sports news, and everything seemed to be going beautifully, as they say. 

Then came the rain, and SocAus is suddenly hundreds of thousands of dollars out of 
pocket, and the financial realities of Australian soccer have been thumped home once 
again. Everything was set for a celebration of Australian soccer, a night where there would 
be no negative vibes in the crowd (since the tie was effectively a dead rubber) and 
everyone could énjoy a full range of skills from our finest ever national combination. 

But Mother Nature must be a thugby fan 'cos she washed a whole months work down 
the SFS drains, and with it a huge slice of cash. 


David Hill has repeatedly denied that the budget was reliant on Australia making the 
World Cup finals, but after another Oceanic qualifying disaster - financially speaking, of 
course - SocAus is now staring down the barrel. We simply must qualify for France. 
lf not, Venables will go and Australia will have only one major engagement in the diary for 
the next (almost) three years, and we will be in severe financial strife to boot. 

The decision to axe the national cup competition for this coming season is a sign that 
SocAus can ill-afford another loss-making tournament, But if you have no cup, you are in 
dire straits, and the canteen money at generated at club level will add to the loss of pre- 
season membership sales. 

The clubs will really have to come up with something imaginative now. Perhaps a four- 
team tournament with double-headers? What chance multicultural days? We eagerly await 
the results of the marketing managers meetings... 


Whatever the clubs choose, there is no denying that SocAus now has all its eggs in the 
one basket. It wasn’t {hat long ago that the national body imposed a levy on players to fund 
development schemes, but if the road to France stops in November, levies may once again 
have to be put back on the agenda. 


Financial concerns are not the only problem temporarily smothered by the flurry of 
international activity, 

The matter of Sydney United is one that has been swept aside, although there were 
definite signs of strain al the Encsson Cup awards night, The original disciplinary hearing 
was set for July 10, a full 53 days after the event, and although nobody anywhere wants to 
say too much, Sydney United were confident enough about the outcome that they 
annouced (through SocAus!) that they had signed David Mitchell and David Barrett. 

Why no press release saying Sydney Utd are definitely IN next season? 


The rumours are getting stronger that SocAus will be producing a national matchday 
programme next season, and this is a positive move, but where is the market research? 
lf the league programmes are anything like the international ones we won't want to know 
about them, but it seems we haven't been the only ones who havent been asked. 


And finally, one thing is for certain. When we take on the Asians in October/November 
our opponent will be a match hardened unit, playing six testing matches in a short period of 
time while Australia may have to scratch around for the odd friendly. The theory is we will 
play the fourth ranked team in Asia yet it is just as likely to be one of the big three. 

How often do the three favourites get home in a tournament? We have to be ready for any 
possibility and the chance of a couple of friendlies in hostile environments should be 
pounced upon. USA, Croatia and others have been mentioned but unless dates are biroed 
in very shortly we will become very nervous. As, we expect, will SocAus. 





'R R . rt ] Vi rt ] R. iF Lazaridis confirmed that we don't have a better left-sided player. He has definitely over- 
OO ep O ae irtua Ca ity taken Van Blerk for the left wing position; the Millwall defender showing his frustration at his 
: | : yi Ae inability to contain Mari by bringing him down late in the game. Unfortunately De Amicis 
Nintendo series is just a game seems certain to be used by Postecoglou as a sweeper next season so the chances of 
breaking into the squad ahead of lvanovic or Horvat seem slim. 


lt was entirely appropriate that the recent Superstars of Soccer series was sponsored by On the right-side, the situation becomes much more competitive. Unfortunately Bingley 
Nintendo. At times it resembled some of those horrible soccer video games available on (the star of the Optus series) was still recovering from the effects of his injury and rarely 
computer; except that the tackle button was permanantly damaged and the ‘shoot’ button ventured past the half-way line. Slater is a certainty but it is debatable whether he should 
was out of order. play as a midfielder or a wing-back. Trajanovski was elusive while Tapai continued to plough 
Last year's series failed to capture Joe Public's imagination but with new sponsors, a down the right wing and had a hand in both Gold goals. 
new national coach and upcoming World Cup qualifiers we had sufficient ingredients to The stalemate of the first game certainly didn't have the fans singin’ in the rain, (the game 
give the series some credibility, All it needed was the fans. was goalless for nearly an hour) but Venables was more than happy with many individual 
Despite the poor turnouts, passionless games and hostile reaction from most pundits, performances and seemed more disappointed with the second half when goals were scored 
SocAus's desire to court commercial television networks - as well as Nine’s willingness to only as a result of defensive slackness. 
test the soccer waters for a second lime - suggests that reports of the death of the series 
are greatly exaggerated. The second game in Sydney saw the experiments continue. Muscat played at nght-back 
for the Greens, releasing Slater to the wing with Hooker sweeping in front of the defence. 
Conscious of the contrived nature of the series, Nine rarely missed an opportunity to For the Golds, Ivanovic was still sweeper suggesting that TV will use a sweeper in certain 
hype up the games as virtual World Cup selection tests, The importance of the series in circumstances with Horvat the most likely candidate. Craig Moore partnered Babic while 
relation France was mentioned so often that the casual observer could have been mistaken Skoko played in the middle and Mori partnered Aloisi in attack. 
for thinking that the WC squad would be made up entirely of the best players in the series. The contests were less Green v Gold and more Muscat v Bingley, Slater v Tapai, 
Terry Venables himself was pretty coy about the whole thing, playing a straight bat at all A.Vidmar v Trimboli, Arnold v Mori, Moore v T.Vidmar etc. Who eventually plays will often 
queries as to whether he had already privately selected his squad. He may have been depend on the opposition and who is most comfortable in various formations. 
keen to stress that nobody should take their place for granted, but it was fairly obvious that 
his ideal side was taking shape and the SoS series only served to provide a chance for What about the television coverage? After the shabby treatment given to the Nintendo 
some last minute tactical tinkering. series the question must be posed as to how Nine would treat soccer if they had the rights to 
At best it provided fringe players like De Amicis & Despotovski with one last chance to internationals and the Ericsson Cup, The first game in Melbourne was shown at 9.30, prior 
impress OzTel. George Kulscar was obviously prepared to give it his best shot, clattering to the arithugby state of origin but the second game was shown at midnight after the 
into Enes & Lazaridis to prove that the word 'fnendly’ isn't a part of his vocabulary (not to umpteenth screening of the ‘Chariots of the Gods’. Did Nine lose patience with soccer after —— 
mention ‘passing’ and ‘control') and that if OzTel ever needs someone to provide some a week? The ratings would suggest otherwise. The first Game saw 226,000 tune into the 8 | 
muscle he might be the man. game in Melbourne and 675,000 in Sydney but less than 100,000 were watching at the end. 
Okay, Nine would put soccer into more homes than ever before, But would it see soccer 
Tactically the game threw up some interesting permutations, suggesting that TV wasn't relegated to the graveyard slot? And would we have to endure endless commercial breaks 
going to pass up a golden chance to experiment with formations, systems and positions. cutting into the action’? 
lt proved that Australia under TV wouldn't have one formation, rather the players would be 
flexible enough to adopt tactics relevant to the situation. The coverage itself was better than expected. Nine was pretty keen to promote the series 
on its other programs, with Slater appearing on the Today show and Venables reportedly 
In Game 1 the Greens used Bernal and Tobin in central defence with Slater and Hooker spotted on the Midday Show. Popular (7) hosts Ken Sutcliffe and Eddie McGuire were 
as wing-backs, a midfield of Enes, Foster and Van Blerk with Trajanovski and Trimboli brought in to anchor the series while Farina & Wade were entertaining as special comments 
supporting the lone forward - David Zdrilic. Enes and Foster were busily efficient, with the - people, explaining some of the intricacies to the uninitated without being patronising. And it 
Marconi man doing an enormous amount of work. Without a sweeper, the defence was was good to see Grex Blake give up on the Darrell Eastlake impersonations as well, Oh, and 
encouraged to compress the game into midfield and play the offside trap. Slater was the the camera angles at ground level and behind the goals were again an interesting variation 
right wing-back, a position that OzTel is keen to deploy him in, but we doubt if he is entirely on the standard half-way line position. 
comfortable defensively, Robbie seems to prefer the safety of playing in front of a right The ones who were decidedly unimpressed by it all were the fans. Less than 4,000 got 
back. On the other hand, the Golds used Ivanovic as a sweeper with Babic and Kulscar as wet in Melbourne while 8,000 saw the Sydney game. How many of those actually paid was 
markers and Bingley and Casserley as full backs. Tapai, Vidmar and Lazaridis played another story, The VSF was giving away so many complimentary tickets that we doubt if 
across the middie with Mori and Despotovski up front, more than a quarter of the Melbourne diehards actually paid. One of the few who did went to 


Richmond train station on his way home and stood open-mouthed at the hundreds of 
complimentary tickets strewn all over the station floor. His comments were unprintable. 


lt was intruiging to see how certain players performed compared to their rivals fora 
specific position. David Zdrilic did himself few favours with his performances whilst Mori THE FUTURE? 
looked very sharp, with his willingness to run off the ball and ability to pull his marker all It's fair to say that any credibility the series had was down to the proximity of the up- 
over the pitch highlighting the many benefits of his year in Germany, coming Warld Cup qualifiers. The concept of Green v Gold does nothing for anybody except 
Timbo struggled initially but slotted into his groove as the game wore on and looked as Kermit because it lacks the passion of a competitive match. 
inventive as ever, His selection rival Aurelio Vidmar generally does more running off the if SocAus is to continue with the series, then it must find a fixture that will appeal. 
ball, is more difficult to mark and is more likely to score, Dut Trimboli’s technical ability is One frequent suggestion is a State of Origin series or an All-Star game which could double 
second to none, Zelic was expected to be a walk-up start to the side but his midfield as a testimonial game for the likes of Wade or Farina, giving the public a chance to thank the 
partner was less clear cut, Enes in some ways is too similar to Zelic to partner him but ex-Socceroos and giving the armchair squad a sackful of goals. 
Foster's workrate was certainly making him stand out At a time when other sports are shying away from midweek night matches because of 
poor crowds it is ridiculous to play these games on a Wednesday night. During the winter it 
will never be an attraction. Especially if itis outdoors, and especially if it is in Melbourne 


Roo Report 2 - This is Reality? 
Oceania preliminaries not quite a game. 


Sitting around the lounge room, having just witnessed Australia demolish the Solomon 
Islands 13-0, it seemed strange that we should be whinging. Only a week earlier we had 
been discussing ihe possibility of wiping the Kiwis from the record books should our forwards 
hit their straps. Then came the news that lran had murdered the Maldives 17-0, beating the 
previous WCq record (New Zealand v Fiji, 1981) by four clear goals, and the ante had been 
upped, We were still quietly confident. 

Such confidence would have seemed absurd twelve months ago. Afterall, didn't we 
struggle against the same Solomon Islanders in our last campaign? Yep, it took a Tommy 
McCulloch goal in the last five minutes to secure a 2-1 win in Honiara while the return leg 
was 1-1 after an hour. Only a late flurry saw the scoreline reach a ‘respectable’ 6-1. 


But then Eddie Thomson left for Japan and in walked Terry, and every Euroroo worth his salt 


(and others) suddenly made himself available at every opportunity, Therefore there was a 
very real possibility of some cricket scores. Not so in Group 2, where PNG had already 
caused the upset of the decade, but a NZ correspondent looks at that elsewhere in this 
issue. 


Back at Parramatta, the Aussie pros took their time finding the net against the Solomon 
amateurs but once they ‘found their range’ the pattern was monotonous. Damian Mon and 
John Aloisi scored five goals each which must surely be another world first. The last of the 
urine was extracted when Mark Bosnich asked Aurelio if he could get on the scoresheet via 
the spot deep into injury time. With four on the board at half-time the lounge crew were 
getting restless but as usual their patience was rewarded with the obligatory late goals 
against tiring minnows. 

Venables said he was pleased - how could he not be? - but the feeling must have struck 
that the record was there for the taking. Who knows, maybe later in the series. 


Maybe against Tahiti? Well, no. Tahiti were far better organised at the back and had 
greater length with their hoofing, although they proved to have one or two who could hold on 
to the ball and, if given time, produce a thought-provoking pass as well. Tahiti coach coach 
Richard Vansam summed it up well when he said "/f you're fighting Mike Tyson you keep 
your guard up". Had Oz kept a similar starting line-up to their opening match (only Zelic and 
A.Vidmar were retained) the cohesion may have been better, but the 'reserves' did the job 
Well, securing the three points before half-time before struagling to break down the massed 
defence. 

As in the first game, the substitutions involved the wing-backs, when giving more 
attacking players an opportunity up front may have boosted confidence jn the front line. 
Somewhat disappointingly, only one goal was scored in the final half hour, but unless 
someone filled out the teamsheet incorrectly we were going to play New Zealand, without 
getting out of first gear. 


Full marks must go to the Solomon Islanders in their second clash against Australia 
Backing up from an upset 4-1 win over Tahiti (in front of 256 people at Blacktown!!) they 
were expected to cop another caning from an Australian side which had at least two exira 
days rest between matches, but with many ‘senior players retuming even seventeen didnt 
seem fanciful. The bad news was that among the six goals, one was a dcday penalty (see 
below), one was an own goal and Slater thought 50 much of his he parted his cheeks at the 
bench! On top of that Rukumana was mistakenly sent off follawing a goal-line clearance, 
Terry wasn't impressed. Neither were we. The good news is we got the three paints. 


The less said about the final game the better. After Zelic had put Australia ahead the 
Tahitians knuckled down and denied Australia the opportunity of boosting their confidence 
further by denying Australia any room in or around the 16 yard area, and with Oz ‘tuning out 
the islanders almost scored an amazing equaliser just after the hour following a reckless 
error of judgement by Bosnich. Four minutes from time Trimboll finally scored Australia's 
second but by that time most televison viewers would have turned off the set and gone to 
bed. Chronic insomniacs should grab a copy of this game for future reference. 


'Roo Report 3 - Kiwis face reality 
5-0 Aussies still looking for a decent game 


The nervousness amongst Australian supporters prior to the two New Zealand matches 
was widespread. Many long-time 'roo followers could remember the occasions when we 
had flown back across the Tasman with our tails between our paws, particularly in 1989 
when a 0-2 loss was the reason we failed to qualify for a play-off against Colombia. 

On paper, the Australians were a far superior outfit with only Wynton Rufer likely to 
cause problems for the Oz defence, although South Melbourne's Vaughn Coveny was also 
capable of creating a headline or two. Rufer himself was under no illusions. “We need a 
miracle". They also needed Australia to play well below par, but Terry Venables obviously 
said the right things in the dressing room before the match because the Aussies lived up to 
their pre-match tag as the best side ever to represent this country 


The Kiwis simply had no answer to the fluency of Australia whose passing and general 
control made a mockery of the absolutely disgraceful conditions. After a series of rugby 
matches at the North Harbour Stadium the authorities decided the surface needed truck- 
loads of sand, which must surely result in action from FIFA. 

The only moment of concern for Oz came when Rufer dipped a free-kick just wide of the 
post with Bosnich a statuesque spectator, but realistically the result was never in doubt and 
the only surprise was that the score finished (only) 3-0. Special mention must be made of 
Milan Ivanovic, who was a late inclusion following Horvat's withdrawal, and Craig Foster 
who put on his best display yet for Australia. 

There was some tough tackling and inconsistent officiating but that is dealt with in ‘Get 
the Book out!". Kiwi coach Joe McGrath conceded the second leq was a foregone 
conclusion although Venables was unnecessarily cautious. He probably lightened up a bit 
during the week when news filtered through that Wynton Rufer would be unavailable. 

The final comment surely comes via a postcard we received a few days after the match. 

"The funniest sight | saw was at half-time. Two grumbling, pissed-off, grouchy ‘Kiwis’ 
fleeing North Harbour Stadium during the interval with ‘their’ side (for the day) down 0-2. 
They were dressed in red & while checked shirts of the Croatian national team”. 


So it was on to the SFS, where Sydney's weather - the July average fell in just two days 
- forced a postponement, the first in World Cup history in Australia. Traffic chaos ensued, 
and if this is what the weather can do to one relatively minor event, what hope when there 
are dozens of events in 20007 Additionally, the postponement will cost SocAus somewhere 
between 250,000 and 300,000 dollars. 

Parramatta had received far less rain than the eastern suburbs and the surface was 
adequate although once again the surface was rugby-affected. But it didn't stop Zelic 
producing a goal out of the top drawer in the sixth minute and the tie was as good as over. 
Once more, the chasm between the standards was obvious, with only Nik Viljoen’s header 
from a comer causing any concem. Nine minutes after the break Amold wrapped up the 
scoring after a Kiwi defensive error, John Aloisi missed a couple of golden chances in the 
first half and Australia would not have been flattered had the score finished four or five nil. 
The match was a personal triumph for Graham Arnold (who had been jeered during the 
traditional pre-match introductions) who ran his guts out and put some chances on plates 
for teammates who should have converted (see Aloisi). 


So, another impressive performance by the team which continues to improve at a nice 
rate, yet this team is still inexperienced against quality opposition and as John Warren said 
in the SMH the following day, now is the time to give the Socceroos some real tests. 
Unfortunately, the Confederations Cup later this year will come a couple of months too late, 
so Hill and Venables will have to do some quick talking to book friendlies against some 
bigger guns before October, preferably in a hostile environment, just in case 

How serious was Croatia about that invitation? 





World Cup stats - The story so far..... 


Jun 11 (Parramatta) Solomon lis 
Ref: Bruce Grimshaw (NZ) 


Jun 13 (Parramatta) Tahiti 
Ref: Brian Precious (NZ) 


Jun 17 (Parramatta) Solomon Is 
Ref: Brian Precious (NZ) 


Jun 19 (Parramatta) Tahiti 
Ref: Bruce Grimshaw (NZ) 


Jun 29 (Auckland) New Zealand 


Ref: Okada Masayoshi (Japan) 


JulS (Parramatta) New Zealand 
Ref: Jamal.Al Sharif (Syria) 


13-0 Mori 2, 15, 37, 55, 82, Aloisi 34, 54, 83, 88, 90, 
Foster 69, Tapai 80, Bosnich 95pen 
Ath: 3,127 


5-0 AMidmar 16, Trimboli 44, 45, Amold 46, Bingley 65 
Alt: 2,869 


6-2 Slater 15,Amold 17,0939, Tapai 47,51, A.Vidmar 74p 
Att: 2,122 (lowest ever for an Oz WCq in Australia) 


2-0 Zelic 9, Trimboli 90 
Ait: 2,918 


3-0 Aloisi 19, A.Vidmar 42, Foster 66 
Ait: approx. 25,000 


2-0 Zélic 6, Arnold 53 
Att 74,045 


Scorers: Aloisi 6, Mori 5, Arnold 3, Tapai 3, Trimboli 3, A.\Vidmar 3 (1 pen), Foster 2, Zelic 2, 
Bingley 1, Slater 1, Bosnich 1 (1 pen), own goal 14, 


Mark Bosnich (Aston Villa) 
Zejlko Kalac (Sydney United) 
Jason Petkovic (Adelaide City) 


Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) 
Steve Horvat (Hajduk Split) 

Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) 

Craig Moore (Glasgow Rangers) 
Tony Vidmar (NAC Breda) 

Tony Popovic (Sanfrecce Hiroshima) 
Kevin Muscat (Crystal Palace) 


Stan Lazaridis (West Ham Utd) 
Robbie Slater (Southampton) 
Ernie Tapai (Collingwood) 


Sol Tah Sol Tah NZ NZ 
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so73 so70 Xo67 


Robbie Hooker (Vest Adelaide) s073 A070 sob7 xX 

Matthew Bingley (Marconi) xo70 Xo78 

Ned Zelic (Auxerre) x Xx a x x 
Aurelio Vidmar (Tenerife) x x%o45 x xy 4 
Craig Foster (Marconi) x x x x 
Robert Enes (Sydney Utd) x Xo75 

Josip Skoko (Hajduk Split) Xas7 

John Aloisi (Cremonese) x x x Xo79 
Graham Arnold (Sanfrecce Hiroshima) x x Xy Xo73 
Damian Mori (Borussia Moench.) x x xo7e so7g 
Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) so78 so79 


Aris Trajanovski (UTS Olympic) 
David Zdrilic (Sydney Uniled) 


x 
§045 so75 so7é 


Note: Mark Viduka (Croatia Zagreb) - not named in squad (injured) but Venables requested his 
availability. He never showed up. Rumours persisted Franjo Tudiman had gone round to Mark's place 


fora chat! 


Get the Book out! 


Red card to the admininistrators who decided to use Asian referees for the Oceania 
play-off. The potential for a conflict of interest was surely visible, and Bosnich's 
neediess booking in the Auckland match only provided fuel for the conspiracy 


theorists among us. 


Red card to the VSF for allowing Jeff Kenneit's XI another opportunity to bore us 
shitless before a major game. Last time was the Nintendo series, now it will be the 
VSF Grand Final. Who wants to see 'em play a ‘Media XI' anyway? Even if Jeff's 
team does have a few VIS players. 

Ated card was waved in ish 24 to the organisers of the last flasco and il seems 
ihe VSF had a bit to do with the pre-match ‘entertainment’ on that occasion, so we 
may yet have to refer this to the disciplinary tribunal. After all, if its good enough for 


Kuzmanovic... Stay tuned. 


Red card to the organisers of 'that' re-scheduled fixture at Parramatta Stadium. 
Ticket holders were promised ‘equivalent’ entry to Parramatta Stadium the following 
night (after Hill had unsuccessfully tried to get the Sth Sydney/Balmain thugby 
fixture moved from the SFS) but the PS ground staff had no idea where to direct 
people. There were many heated exchanges between gate staff and the public, and 
SU even had their tickets held by the supervisor until the end of the game! 

The food and drink stalls were woefully under-prepared and the merchandise was 
the standard programme, t-shirt type affair. Once more the marketing department 
should be cross-examined. Buager it, they can have a yellow card as well 


Yellow card to Terry Venables. Yep, Mr 100%. The man that can do no wrong surely 
deserves the cardboard for ignoring the cardboard during the Nintendo series. Damian 
Mori got himself sent off before half time but rather than see whether his charges can play 
10 against 11 he decides to send on Despotovski as a replacement. 

The point is this, If the coach can't take the game seriously, what chance the public? 


Yellow ecard to Sydney soccer fans for failing to attend the Oceania preliminaries in 
respectable numbers. Sydney fans have dished out plenty to Melbourne fans (and others) 
in the past so it's only fair they should cop some back when circumstances warrant it. 
SocAus tried a number of marketing ploys, even offering a double-pass to train travellers 
who bought a weekly ticket from seven major train stations. In fact a senes ticket for all six 
games only cost $20. In return for their generosity, SocAus were ‘rewarded’ with the lowest 
World Cup crowds in the country's histary. 


INTERNATIONAL SECTION 


to the Belgian Youth coach who falled to go into damage control during his team's second 
round clash against Brazil. Brazil had proved during the group phase they were capable of 
hitting ten in a match, yet the chief sprout failed to employ a sweeper (or two!) when the 
simplest of Brazil's passing moves repeatedly ended in one-on-one's with the young 
Belgian ‘keeper. Result? 10-0. The coach should have resigned immediately for allowing 
his players to be totally humiliated. If not, he should be charged with bringing the game into 


disrepute. Vary ordinary stuff. .... 





Dear Studs Up - Pr 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


And it's welcome back to Con Giannitsis for an update on the intransigents: 


Dear SU, 
“For any other clubs, the future is here: are you prepared to join it or fight it?" 
- Anthony Fensom, SU16 
"Do the clubs want to lead Australia into the international arena or are they content with 
fheir own domestic version of the European Championships?" - Editorial, SU17 
"Lonly hope and pray that after the recent course of events some soccer fans, 
particularly those of non-English speaking backgrounds, don't think there is a conspiracy for 
an Anglo-Aussie takeover. If this would be so, we would have all lost the plot." 
- Paul Gearing, SU6 


In light of recent events (half the team gone, coach gone, fans not attending matches in 
droves, possible expulsion from the A-League), you'd think that S¥dney Uited would 
welcome any change with open arms. An opportunity came through John Hewson 
(breaking the silence) where a consortium led by Parmalat was prepared to take over 70% 
of the club's assets. And how did the Sydney United board react, you might ask. 

Well, put simply, they rejected it! Probably because lvan Simic and his ‘spitting squad’ 
didn't want to lose their power or because they simply don't want reform. 

It iS inevitable that such instances, however, will be occuring on a more reqular basis, as 
some corporations may put their money towards our game in light of our efforts at next 
years World Cup and the Sydney Olympics. Whether the ethnic clubs like it or not, they 
will have to either Keep up with such changes or see out a future in their respective state 
laagues, The way forward has been shown by the likes of Perth, Brisbane and possibly 
Carlton. The ethnic clubs may resist change simply to placate the old farts network and the 
ethnic edia (who haven't lost the plot, they simply never had it!), but they'll be alienating a 
lot of younger fans in the process. 


| know it won't be easy, but | won't be satisfied unless ihese clubs make every effort 
possible to put their ciuDs im line with the 21st century. The message is there in black and 
white. Do you want to be part of it or don't you? If they want to prefer the second option, 
then fine, at least tell us so we don't have to renew our bloody memberships for next 
season. 


P.S. I'd like to congratulate Matthew Hall onwinning an award at the end-of-season bash al 
the Sydney Hilton. Given your efforts in FourFourTwo, it goes without saying that many 
more will follow. 


Next up is the ‘international’ section featuring Bruce Holloway, the editor of 
‘Sitter’ (you wouldn't want it miss it), New Zealand's only soccer fanzine. 
Those with access to the net may want to make a note of: 
bhollow@midland.co.nz 


Hello Australia. If you thought Australia's win over the Solomons was farcical, let me tell 
you about the All Whites 7-0 win over PNG last night. It was the first time the All Whites 
had played at the recently constructed Albany Stadium. There was general chaos. 


Soccer New Zealand had obviously only catered for a crowd of Australian-size 
proportions. They indulged in almost zero pre-match marketing or publicity, but somebody 
let the cat out of the bag that there was a match on, because over 10,000 turned up in 
apathetic Auckland to see Wynton Kiwi Rufer, our only half-decent player, make his first 
appearance in New Zealand in five years against mighty PNG. 


Fans had to slosh through muddy clay banks from darkened paddocks (which 
substituted for car parks), climb over wire fences, traverse a SH1 motorway exit with no 
pedestrian crossing, trudge through dirt-encrusted herbacious borders to make the one 
open gate in the 25,000-capacity stadium. Their reward’? $20 adulls, $5 children. 

40 minutes before kick-off it became apparent they could not cope. Perhaps fearing a 
Hillsborough, children were let in for free through another gate to reduce the pressure. 
Clever adults, rather than pay the steepish entry fee, also took advantage. 

But 15 minutes before kick-off organisers announced the match would be delayed ten 
minutes to sort out the gate-crush problems. Do FIFA fine countries for this sort of piss- 
poor organisation? No matter, Oceania head office (Charlie Steptoe's daughter) will sort it. 
Haha. Bet you Aussies wish you had switched-on Oceania admin people like we have, 


Albany was eerie, 10,000 self-conscious fans on one side of the park, nobody an the 
other. For some reason organisers refused to allow anybody on the terrace side of the 
ground. Maybe it was to stop the rugby-orientated television media - who were set up on 
the empty side facing the main stand - from doing their normal piss-take and filming the 
whole match against the background of empty seats. It can't have been for safety reasons, 
because the rugby scrum in the concourse of the main stand was almost scary at times. 


When the match finally started seventeen minutes late PNG were appalling. It begged 
the question whether the All Whites had been on the piss all weekend in Port Moresby 
when they went down 0-1. Because it was impossible to comprehend how any 
international team could lose to this rabble. 


Wynton Rufer- who turns 98 next week, by the way - was s0 embarrassed he only 
scored twice in the first half, (5-0 HT) he asked to come off at half time "to give one of the 
youngsters a run". It seems the World Cup is not as demanding as the Bundesliga 2nd 
division, PNG were saved from a real tanking by the fact, Vaughan Coveny apart, our 


forwards were woeful. To the exasperation of Rufer, Tim Stevens and Darren McLennan 7 
were persistently caught offside. When they weren't they couldn't hit a cow's arse with a 11) os 


wel spade. 

To be fair to the lads, it was cold and wet. So much so, one of the PNG lads even did a 
John Barnes and played in gloves. But even allowing for the weather, a 12-year-old could 
have kicked the ball better than the PNG keeper, who duffed ALL his goal kicks. 

Their defenders tripped over one another, the midfield bumbled around, and their forwards 
only touched the ball when our back three went through their own Keystone Cops routine in 
the second half, 


Terry Venables couldn't be stuffed watching the whole of the Fiji-New Zealand match in 
Ba last week, walking out 15 minutes before the finish. | doubt he would have stayed longer 
than five minutes at Albany. 

But all complaints aside, it was 4 good night out. Great to level the slate with our old 
rivals PNG, huh. 


Finally, an anonymous fax came through... 


Dear SU, 
Just thought you might like this excerpt from the April edition of South Melbourne's 
‘family’ newsletter ‘Blues News'. Note question five!, 


Ed: for the benifit of those readers who haven't seen it, (he extract comes from '20 
questions with Micky Petersen’. 
Q5: How did you meet your first gidfpnend? A: After | paid $100 








Perth Glory's up-and-down inaugural season - By Searlats Mullin 
Eighth position - that was coach Gary Marocchi's pre-season prediction of the best Glory 


could hope for. Many thought he was being optimistic. Local journalist Mel Moffat expected 
no more than six victories all season. Ex-Soccceroo Robbie Dunn believed that if the Glory 


didn't win a match after the dramatic late victory over Adelaide City they still would have done 


well! Certainly the first two matches didn't auger well, Although Bobby Despotovski missed 
a penalty and hit the bar in the opening game against UTS Olympic, Glory were totally 
outclassed. They just weren't up to ihe pace of the game. Away to West Adelaide in their 
second match they were even worse, playing a clumsy long ball game that troubled the 
Croweaters not at all. The week after they earned their first NSL victory in a bruising 
encounter against Newcastle. From there on the Glory sat as high as third on the table. 

By the end of the season Glory has defeated every team in the top six. Where did this 
unexpected success come from? 


The Glory team that ran onto Perth Oval on the opening day of the season was pretty 
much unknown to eastern audiences. Only a handful of the squad had appeared in the NSL 


before, Of those only Vinko Buljubasic was a well known figure. Despotovski had played ten 


matches for Heidelberg in their last NSL season (not including their manifestation as 
Collywobbles of course!). Scott Miller and Vince Matassa had spent a season each at 
Morwell Falcons. Gareth Naven appeared a couple of times for Adelaide City. The highest 
level most of the rest of the team had played was for WA and the ill-fated Perth Kangaroos. 
All but three players were recruited from the WA Premier Leaque. 


The talent of these players was underestimated by all. Once they adjusted themselves to 
the pace of the NSL (a remarkable achievement in such a short space of time) they were 
able to match it with the best in the land. In the first half of the season the movers and 
shakers in the team were Despotovski and Paul Strudwick, both prolific goalscorers at that 
time. Strudwick had been the top marksman in the Singapore League for the Kangaroos, so 
his contribution was not unexpected by Glory fans. The starting eleven gradually settled into 
an elite outfit, with Gavin Wilkinson discovering himself to be a far better central defender 
than midfielder, and late signing Vas Kalogeracos establishing himself in the forward line. 
Goalkeeper Tommy Maras, dodgy in the air, was eventually replaced by the comparatively 
safe Matassa. Marocchi was almost religious in maintaining a very settled side, and the 
understanding between the players grew, The leakiness of the defence and the team's 
inability to defend corners were beginning to be addressed. 


Even so, the team was very inconsistent. They rarely played at the same pace 
throughout a whole match, losing concentration for long periods. Such lapses were costly, 
especially against Gippsland at home (three goals in ten minutes) and Steak and Kidney 
United away (ditto), A common trend at Perth Oval developed, where the team would blitz 
opponents in the first half and then let them back into the game in the second. The 3-2 
victory over the Melbourne Knights was a perfect example. 


Soon Glory's opponents began to work them out. Glory were never strong in the centre of 
midfield. Although Strudwick and Paul McVittie were hard-working and effective, neither was 
a playmaker. Gareth Naven, semi-cast in that role, proved to be hot and cold, and relied 
heavily on the form of the players around him. Naven also displayed an annoying habit of 
turning on the ball and passing it backwards, a la the Socceroos under ET, 

If opponents clogged this area of the field, Despotovski and Kalogeracos were starved of 
service, This led to an over-reliance on the two wing backs, Miller and Dale Wingell. 
If the flanks were closed down, Glory were impotent. 


twas also observed that Glory were deadly breaking out of defence. If the ball was 
quickly moved forward to Despotovski and Kalogeracos, opposing defences were often torn 
apart by the sheer pace of the attack. The nature of the demolition of Brisbane at Suncorp 


Stadium and the subsequent victories over Wollongong and the Knights at Perth Oval did not 


go unnoticed by NSL coaches. 

After the mid-season lay-off all teams that visited Perth Oval packed the final third of the 
field. West Adelaide were the first team to try this strategy, followed by Newcastle, 
Collywobbles and Brisbane. The negative tactics worked. Glory would concede a soft goal 
early in the match (another bad habit) and then never look like pegging it back. The men in 
purple also seemed incapable of dealing with hard or cynical opponents. The Breakers, with 
their excessively physical style of play, knocked Glory off their game, as did Collywobbles, 
We were treated to some truly abysmal spectacles at Perth Oval. The team Jost confidence 
and slumped dramatically 


A more fundamental reason behind Glary's temporary demise was the limited size of their 
squad. The team was forced to reshuffle with every change - no player could step directly 
into another's boots. When Buljubasic was suspended for the Newcastle home match there 
was no sweeper to replace him. Craig Naven, nol.a skilful player at the best of limes, was 
given the job and failed dismally. Even more dramatic was Glory's lack of form when 
Despotovski wasn't on the field. Even when he played poorly Despotovski created space for 
Kalogeracos and the micfielders. There was no room created when he wasn't on, and 
subsequently no goals. 


Kept hush-hush by the club at this time was a dispute between the players and the board, 
Apparently some of the team regulars, only on part-time contracts, were being paid a 
pittance despite the huge crowds and gale receipts. Relations between club and players 
further diminshed when chairman Nick Tana announced that six players would be sacked at 
the end of the season, a threat also taken up by Marocchi. The pent-up anger finally boiled 
over when Zabica was signed without either Maras or Matassa being infonmed beforehand. 
Maras went straight to Westside Sport and ina fiery front-page article really gave oul stick to 
the club, threatening to leave Glory for Asia. However, it wasn't Maras but Matassa who 
faded out of the team, preferring a future in marketing with AFL club Fremantle Dockers. All 
this didn't help improve the team's morale. 


Marocchi can be blamed somewhat fer Glory's mid-season woes. During the lay-off he 
visited the San Siro in Milan and picked up radical new coaching methods from none olher 
than Arrigo Sacchi. He implemented them immediately upon returning to Perth. The team's 
fortunes took a dive. Conicidentai? | think not, His favouring of Craig Naven over Peter 
Vukmirovic was also a mystery - Vukmirovic's few performances were a highlight of the 
season. Marocch) failed to utilise Viad Beretovac effectively until he finally realised he had 
one of the country's best man-markers on his squad. Beretovac was belatedly cast in this 
role in the penultimate game of the season, and duly marked Trimboli out of the match, 
Other criticisms levelled at Marocchi were his unwillingness to use substitutes (usually only 
one a match) and the inflexibility of his tactics (which didn't change from week to week). 


The team’s fortunes started to improve with the signings of Robbie Zabica and Tony 
Carbone. Zabica improved the organisation of the defence and Carbone added much 
needed skill and pace to the midfield. The team was adopting a more consisient and 
professional style of football. The terrible collapses against Gippsland and later Canberra 
became a thing of the past. The ultimate test of Glory's resolve came at Brandon Park when 
they ground out a 3-1 victory with only ten men on the field for most of the match. 


The team then hit a high against South Melbourne al Perth Oval. Carbone and Beretovac 
negated De Amicis and Trimboli respectively and the Lakers were humiliated. The second 
half was particularly embarrassing for the visitors - had Glory not indulged in a bit of 
‘exhibition football’ the score could have been doubled. Apparently "a certain member of the 
East Coast soccer community” (I'd love to know who it was) stated earlier in the season thai 
Glory only played on adrenalin. He has since been proved wrong. 


As it turned out the only thing that stopped Glory from reaching the finals was the 
controversial red card shown to Strudwick in that nightmare loss to the Knights. Until then 
the team seemed to be coping well. With only ten men on the field they were unable to shut 
down their desperately determined opponents. Glory's season ended in front of ten 
thousand red-chequered, flare-throwning supporters chanting the name of a foreign country. 
A bitter finale te a season where at first we expected so little but later perhaps too much. 


Ed; Okay, as you've probably guessed by now, that fine piece was a 
‘leftover’ from last month, so it's probably time for an update, once again from 
Searlais Mullin...... 


Honk of the Black Swan 


It's probably too early to start panicking in Perth, but Glory's failures in the transfer market 
are beginning to cause concern. The aim of the club is to sign at least four new players for 
next season. So far the club has just one - Erie Tapai - and possibly another - Michael 
Garcia. This is despite being able to offer big contracts with the profits from the huge gate 
receipts and merchandise sales of last season. Already six players have turned their backs 
on Glory, namely Kris Trajanovski, Norman Tome, Andy Viahos, Ante Milicic, David Zadrilic 
and, of course, Aurelio Vidmar. Other targets, such as Troy Halpin, Brett Emerton, Jason 
Petkovic and Alex Tobin, have been described as good prospects by Coach Gary Marocchi, 
but none of them have promised anything. It seems that when “othersiders” are forced to 
make a decision to sign for Glory or an eastern states club, they opt to stay close to home. 

An exasperated Marocchi has stated that he must become “more forceful” in securing 
signatures, but we're yet to see results. It's just as well that Chairman Nick Tana’s threat to 
sack six players was an empty one, 


The club is also determined that one of their signings is a "high-profile" player. Aurelio 
Vidmar was a genuine candidate, but there were some far-fetched rumours around the same 
time. Dean Saunders of Notts Forest was mentioned, as was ex-West Ham and Everton 
striker Tony Cottee, now playing in Malaysia. The club categorically denied the 
latter rumour, Recently the club has approached Andy Gray of Falkirk, the best player on the 
park in the last Scottish Cup Final, but Gray seems more willing to return to England. 


Oddly most of the players Marocchi has approached have been strikers and attacking 
midfielders. This is despite repeated calls last season for a tall reliable defender. Glory had 
no problems scoring last season, but the number of goals conceded was far too high. 
it's possible that the club is relying on signing veteran Scottish defender Stuart Munro, 
currently with Falkirk and previously of Glasgow Rangers. Munro is emigrating to Perth 
whether Glory sign him or not, so the club won't have to play him on a visa, However, at 
thirty-five years of age Munro may be too old and slow to suit Glory's fast style of play, 
especially in the summer heat. 


The entire WA soccer community contemplated suicide a couple of weeks ago when it 


was suddenly announced that Bobby Despolovski had been approached by PAOK Salonika 
of Greece and agreed to their terms. PAOK had already spoken to Vas Kalogeracos, who 
told them to come back in a month. Despotovski was much more willing, and the Glory club 
quickly organised the transfer. Then, when only thing left to hammer out was the travel 


Glory may also lose Kalogeracos, not to PAOK but to the gaggle of English clubs 
interested in his signature. If both Despotovski and Kalogeracos leave, it will be unlikely that 
Glory finish in the top half of the table next season. 


The only Glory player currently on international duty is Kiwi defender Gavin Wilkinson. 
"Ginger Balls" was a revelation in the centre of Glory's defence, and could boast that only 
one player he marked last season scored against him in free play - fellow countryman 
Vaughan Coveny. At the Glory awards night Wilkinson won both the supporters’ player of 
the year and the club's player of the year, the latter bearing the corny title of "Most Glonous 
Player". Less puns on “glory”, please! Not surprisingly Kalogeracos landed the goal of the 
season award, 


In the meantime most of the Glory squad are keeping fit and earning a few extra bob by 
playing in the WA Premier League. Half the team were only on loan to Glory to begin with 
(including Kalogeracos and Carbone) so they were obliged to return to their old clubs. 

The Glory players are spread over nine clubs, with Floreat Athena and Perth SC (nee Italia) 
the only ones with more than two on their books. However, the team currently running away 
with the champianship have no Glory players in their squad at all, They are the Western 
Knights, nee North Perth Croatia, and they already look certain to lift their first ever trophy. 

To look at the table it would appear that the Knights have been nothing less than 
invincible. They have scored over four goals a game and only lost once. But to watch them 
it's difficult to work out how they do it. After ninety minutes they'll have ended up scoring six 
and conceding two without being at all convincing. Their defence is very suspect and the 
centre of their midfield weak. VVhat the Knights have in their favour is their lethal striking duo 
of Trim Morgan and Eugene Singeorzan. Both have scored nearly two goals a game each 


that they've had a great deal of luck so far, especially in their 5-2 win over Floreat Athena. 
A thrashing may be on the horizon, Mind you, many said the same thing about Sydney 
United early last season, and they just kept on going. 


and are already uncatchable on the goal scoring charts. My own feeling about the Knights ‘EP 


Unfortunately the Western Knights are the only club in the Premier League to have a 
stand-offish relationship with Perth Glory. When asked about the future of the highly 
promising Singeorzan the club stated that they had a “special relationship" with Sydney 
United. It seems Croatian blood is thicker than Westem Australian water. The Knights 
cliquish attitude is reflected in their lack of interest in loaning anyone from Glory, even ex- 
player Viad Beretovac, but even more so by the general disposition of their supporters. 
Glory players on opposing teams are often jeered with sardonic cries of "Glory". Even poor 
Marc Wingell of Floreat Athena received this sort of abuse while he was being helped off 
the field with a nasty leg injury. However, as long as the Knights keep winning the rest of us 
will have to endure those “Croatia, Croatia" chants and pray for divine intervention. 

Even the signing of Tim Morgan to Negri (the same club poaching Despotovsk!) probably 
won't be enough to stop them. 





arrangements, PAOK pulled the plug on the deal, Instead they signed an African stnker and 
the resulting headline in the West Australian was "Greeks snub Glory star’. It was bad news 
for Despotovski but a huge sense of relief for Glory fans. But within the fortnight it was 
suddenly revealed that Despotovski was to sign for Malaysian club Negn. Whether the move 
to Malaysia is temporary or permanent is unknown al the moment. It seems Despotovski is 
determined to leave, 


World Youth Cup - 1997 


Australia - "Wanting to be winners rather than qualifiers" 


The official match programme summed it up pretty well. After finishing fourth in 1991 
and 1993 the expectation of our youth teams is now far higher, with some people believing 
the day we do win a major youth championship is not far off. The most telling assessment 
at the end of this tournament is that we still lag a long way behind in terms of individual skill 
and flair. Again, we were well organised, but injuries would retard Australia's ambitions. 

A lengthy acclimitising process suggested Australia would be well prepared but the 
quality of opposition in some of the practice matches was questionable. Once the event 
began it didn't take long for the match riggers to show their faces, and given a couple of 
Brazil's scores even the organisers must have had dark thoughts, but with a limited menu 
of matches - even on pay tv - Australian audiences were restricted to little more than the 
ninety minutes of Oz matches with ‘boath' commentary sandwiched between two sets of 
panels, SBS and Sports Australia. 

The result? A resounding victory for SA, with Scheinflug's analysis of the Brazil- 
Argentina quarter-final a personal favourite. More on the tournament later, but first we're 
off to the appropriately named Kangar... 


Canada 

Now that we've played the Canadians at senior, Olympic and now youth level, does it 
make us traditional rivals? According to the script we would walk all over them and rack up 
enough goals to qualify for the round of sixteen. A combination of Canadian size, speed 
and aggression (and Aussie over-confidence?) only succeeded in producing a stalemate, 
and Oz can thank Hayden Foxe for preventing a goal or two. Pre-maich analysts 
suggested the climatic conditions would suit the patient style of Australia rather than the 
expected helter-skelter approach of Canada, but even the Young ‘Roos appeared surprised 
by the passion and commitment of the Canucks who tore into the game from the start. 
Their spirited tackling unsettled Australia who, in Wimbledon-speak, produced numerous 
unforced errors. The absence of key players was telling, and to be frank, we looked poor. 


The explosive pace of De Rosario on the right made life impossible far Sinozic while 
Jason Bent was proving very hard to pin down, forcing the consistent Emerton and the 
inconsistent Neill to spend more time defending than raiding the flanks. Fortunately Foxe 
was on his game, the calmest player on the field when others were losing their heads. 

His composure in breaking up attacks and refiable disposal ensured that for all Canada’s 
possession, Milosevic was never likely to concede more than one goal, if they scored at all, 

Meanwhile our midfield struggled to retain possession, giving it away and rarely linking 
up with Curcija and Salapasidis. Whether it was by design or shellshock they rarely 
ventured past the halfway line. There was no doubt that the side missed Kasey Wehrman - 
and Harry Kewell for that matter - but nobody really stood up and grabbed the game by the 
throat, Back in the lounge room, South Melbourne fans were pleading for Scheinflug to let 
Daniel Allsopp loose. 

It wasn't all bad, of course. Con Blatsis showed the maturity of someone with a good A- 
League season under his belt, while Robertson and Curcija suggested they could be in for 
good tournaments. But ultimately, the result was unsatisfying, particularly following the 
news that Argentina had beaten Hungary 3-0. Scheinflug suspected the occasion over- 
awed a few of the players and that may have been the case in the first half, but after the 
break it was simply a malter of not having the creativity to break down a stubborn, well 
drilled defence. 


Maybe our senior and Olympic clashes with Canada lulled the experts into a feeling that 
all those shite sides were all about packing the defence, tackling hard and physical 
strength. But Canada were more than that despite being on the wrong end of a (approx,) 
8-18 free-kick count, and were certainly no dummies when going forward either, a 
combination which eventually earned them a spol in the second round. On this evidence, it 
was. probably deserved. 


Hungary 

It took a little under thirty seconds for Australia to reveal their intentions. Straight from 
the kick-off Grella took the ball up to the box. He was brought down, but it was a clear 
indication that we wouldn't sit back as we did against Canada, but attack and try to blow 
Hungary away. Although the opening exchanges from both teams came to nought it was 
obviously Australia were far more comfortable with the pace of this game, although the 
midfield again failed to really impress and the first half petered out with Milosevic looking the 
more secure of the two ‘keepers. Only Curcija's strike really troubled the Hungarian ‘keeper 
despite Oz outshooting their opponents. 


The second period was again won by Australia although it took until the last minute to 
turn the points lead into a goal. Foxe sliced a shot over the bar from about five metres but 
we were looking better with Grella having a better time of it and Emerton making the play 
down the right. South Melbourne fans applauded when Allsopp was finally given a run in 
the 82nd minute and wouldn't you know it he goes and gets a last minute free header at the 
back stick from a perfect Emerton cross. Fittingly, the lead-up work was done by Foxe and 
Grella, two of Oz's best on the day. Australia didn't have a bad player, but the match was a 
forgettable one until the fast minute, 


Argentina 

Earlier results had ensured that Oz had qualified for the last sixteen before kicking off 
against the Argies, and in retrospect there seems little doubt that this had an enormous 
effect on the way the match was played out, but Australia still needed a draw to secure 
second spot, and thus get an extra day's rest, What they got was an astonishing 4-3 victory 
which will go down in legend as one of Oz youth soccer's finest moments. 

Romeo had opened the scoring for the Argies after six minutes when he converted an 
exquisite pass which destroyed Foxe and co. but rather than batten down the hatches - that 
would come later - Oz pushed forward and created a few problems for the group favourites. 
Curcija had a chance to equalise with a header from close range while Zelic and Emerion 
were pushing up well on the flanks. 





After twenty minutes or so the Argies started to impose themselves more on the game, 
keeping possession intelligently although Milosevic was rarely troubled. At the back 
Argentina looked to be having little real trouble with Curcija and Salapasidis but suddenly 
two goals from Salapasidis just before the break set the scene for an epic second half. 
Both goals required very good finishing and would have set off scouts’ alarms on their own, 
but when Kostas completed his hat-trick ten minutes into the second half he had 
guaranteed himself ‘Play of the Week’ status, converting a great pass from Emerton after 
he had cut inside from the night. 

Argentina had seen enough. Substitute Quintana should have made it 3-2 when left 
unattended in the box. Romeo was booked for diving over Milosevic, Quintana again 
missed an open goal, then shot straight at Milosevic, Then came the final twenty minutes. 


Diego Placente was first to the rebound when Milosevic couldn't hold on to a free kick 
and the tempo was upped again as Argentina sensed they could regain first place in the 
group. Oz defended grimly on the edge of and inside their 18 yard box and just when it 
seemed they'd hang on for the win a fierce shot fram Scaloni hit Foxe's arm and the ref 
pointed to the spot. There were wild celebrations - led by coach Jose Nestor Pekerman - 
on the Argentine bench as Riquelme converted, but they were nothing compared to the Oz 
reactions when Salapasidis was bundled over in the area giving him the opportunity to 
become the first Australian to score four goals in a game aaainst Argentina at any level. 
Sadly the statisticians have yet to inform SU whether this is a world first. 


So, an amazing result. One which ensured Australia stayed in Kangar. Argentina 
outshot Oz 13-5, won the corners 9-3, and even had more free kicks (19-12). But Oz won 
where it counted, and perhaps even more critically for Argentina, it meant now having to 
face a rampant, if untested, Brazil in the quarters, There goes that dream final... 





Japan 

After the euphoria of Argentina came the cold turkey of Japan and the sudden 
realisation that there was no more. A disappointing 1-0 defeat against a team which 
thoroughly deserved to advance to the last eight, Vince Grella was the villain, coughing up 
possession deep in his own half which allowed Atushi Yanagisawa to put his side ahead 
just before half time. Australia lifted marginally in the second period but Japan always 
looked likely to hold on in a surprisingly low-key match. Perhaps it just seemed thal way 
after the Argies game. 

Australia's midfield was depleted further when Lucas Neill was ruled out with a broken 
toe suffered during the previous match and again the midfield lacked any sort of spark. 
Emerton was again amongst Oz's best but Curcija and Salapasidis were sufficiently 
shackled by the tight defence and Australia resorted to what one news report accurately 
described as “low percentage shots from long range”. Allsopp almost repeated his heroics 
from earlier in the tournament when he came on with twelve minutes to go, with a glancing 
header which had us all holding our breath. 

scheinflug believed the Argies game had taken its toll on his players but remained proud 
of them. "We beat Argentina, a team of millionaires, by relying on sheer football in the first 
half and sheer guts in the second haif*. 

Sadly, the Young Roos had little left for Japan. But we had already seen enough to 
suspect our 2000 Olympic team could be very, very good. The addition of the injured 
players (Wehrman, Kewell) as well as new boys (Knipe, Culina etc) may give Australia a 
realistic shot at a medal, depending of course on what the rules are in 2000. 

But that's for another day. 


The Others 


Brazil vy Argentina was probably the most eagerly awaited clash of the tournament, 
although with most pundits predicting these two teams would go all the way again the 
meeting came too early for the neutrals. Les Scheinflug predicted the winner, a gutsy call 
given Brazil's earlier results, but perhaps like us he suspected they were underdone since 
their opener against the tadpoles, Argentina on the other hand had already proved against 
Oz that they were capable of beating everyone on their day and were almost at their peak. 
The Uruguay v Ghana semi-final was the highlight of the tournament with Ghana relentless 
in attack but sloppy at the back yet again. Australia compared admirably with most of the 
teams - or what we saw of them! - but until we see evidence to the contrary, South America 
Still rules at youth level. 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE tip. 20 
Congrats to Bhupinder Rai, Anthony Clarke and Searlais Mullin who all correctly tipped 
Argentina to win the WYC. Sadly, they all picked Brazil to finish runner-up. So as it's a 
three-way tie for the prize, SU will be in touch in the near future to discuss a tie-breaker. 
Round 18 will just carry the usual interest of ten points for the winner, six for runner-up and 
three for either semi-finalist. But all that happens next month 





soeee 


The Leaderboard 
Rd 16; U/17 r-up Rd 17: WYC '97 TOTAL 
Kevin Christopher (838) New Zealand (0) Ghana/Brazil (6) 94 
Bhupinder Rai (71) New Zealand (0) Argentina/Brazil (20) o1 
Anthony Fensom (64) New Zealand (0) Brazil/Ghana (6) 70 
Graham Creed (64) New Zealand (0) Brazil/Argentina (0) 64 
Lance Librandi (64) New Zealand (0) Spain/England (0) 64 
Anthony Clarke (39) New Zealand (0) Argentina/Brazil (20) 39 


Harry Georgiadis (57) New Zealane (0) Brazil/Ghana (0) ST 


Young Socceroos - 1997 World Youth Cup matches 


Jun 78 (Kangar) GmpE Canada 0-0 
Jun 20 (Kangar) Grp E Hungary 1-0 Daniel Allsopp 90 
Jun 23 (Kangar) GpeE Argentina 4-3 Kostas Salapasidis 40, 41, 54, 90pen 
Jun 26 (Kangar) 1/4 fin Japan 0-1 

Club D.0.8 Can Hun Arg ' Jap 
1.Danny Milosevic Armenia Bielefeld 26/6/78 x x x x 
18. Peter Zois VIS 21/4/78 
2. Brett Emerton UTS Olympic 22/2/79 x 4 x x 
3. van Zelic UTS Olympic 24/2/78 x x Xo60 Xo 
4. Con Blatsis South Melbourne 6/7/77 x x x x 
6. Hayden Foxe Arminia Bielefeld 23/6/77 x x x x 
14. Sebastian Sinozic Wollongong 14/9/78 x x x x 
13. Tanse! Baser South Melbourne 17/4/78 so60 50 
5. Raphael Bove UTS Olympic 5/3/77 5069 
Simon Colosimo AIS B/1/79 
5, Lucas Neill Millwall 9/3/78 x x 5063 
15. Mark Robertson Marconi 6/4/77 Xo63 X 
7. Billy Damianos South Melbourne 18/4/77 x xX x x 
9. Vince Grella Carlton 5/10/79 x Ao 
16. Yane Talcevski Marconi 29/8/78 
12. Kostas Salapsasidis Adelaide City 1/7/78 4 x x x 
11. Michael Curcija South Melbourne 27/6/77 x x Xo69 Xo 
17, Daniel Alisopp South Melbourne 10/8/78 50 50 
10. Carlos Gonzales UTS Olympic 2a/11/77 50 


Straight back in the saddle... 
So that's that for these batch of players until 2000 right? Wrong! Coach Raul 

Blanco and his Olympic hopefuls have already started a series of matches against 
the South African hopefuls, during a 46 day tour which will see the teams play in 
Canberra, Wollongong, Coffs Harbour, Brisbane, Toowoomba, Rockhampton, 
Townsville and Cairns. Match dates are sketchy (check your local listings, as they 
say), but if any northerners are lucky enough to catch a couple of games feel free to 
get in touch with us and let us know what you saw. 





Docklands - The Debate Continues 

Melbourne's high-tech contribution to the 2000 Olympics, the Docklands Stadium, is once 
apain in the news with the revelation that AFL head honcho Wayne Jackson is unfazed by the 
news that grass and stadium roofs don't mix. For interstate readers who may have missed all 
the hoo-ha, the AFL have effectively taken control of the project, with Jeff's government 
seemingly prepared to take a back seat while Jacko & co make their requirements clear. 
While the AFL are prepared to pour millions into the project it seems the main reason for 
building it - the 2000 Olympics - has been confined to the back bumer. 

Sadly, it seems no-one has bothered to tell the AFL about the problems faced in Milan prior 
to the 1990 World Cup. Remember the grass dying? Sure, horticulture has advanced a bit 
since then, but the Yanks still haven't had the guts to try and put natural grass in an indoor 
stadium, and if it hasn't happened in the US.... 

Meanwhile, ‘Action’ Jackson doesn't seem too concerned, he seems to think that in a worst 
case scenario a mixture of natural and synthetic grass will be okay. Someone better get Joao 
or Juan to ring him, Better still, perhaps he can raid the petty cash tin and visit the San Siro, 





Forming a supporters group - A self-helo guide 
From Peter Kunz 


In 1996, | along with oher supporters (Wilhelmina Kemperman, Stephen Smith, Richard 
Longman and Darren Churchill) formed the Canberra Cosmos Supporters Group. The aim 
of the group of volunteers is to support and publicise the Canberra Cosmos. During the 
year our small group of five members initiated and assisted with the following projects: 


MASCOT - We devised a costume and activities for the astronaut character COSMO. 

A professional performer was chosen to wear the costume and perform tricks and entertain 
the crowd, particularly children. This plan was very succesful due to the energy and 
dedication of the performer (Mark Johnston) and soon the Cosmo character became an 
integral part of Cosmos publicity. On a few occasions when Mark could not attend match 
functions, others donned the costume and "became" Cosmo when required. 


RAFFLES - The group organised raffles before home matches with the profits returning to 
the club. Nearly S500 was raised in this way. 


STICKERS - The members paid for car stickers to be printed and sold them at the ground, 
They have almost covered their costs and when they do all furiher profits will revert to the 
club, Members also assisted with the selling of other merchandise. 


KIDZONE - An area of Bruce Stadium was set aside for families and children where they 
could interact with Cosmo during a match. This area was signposted with balloons and a 
banner and comprised the “kidzone". 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION - A poll was arranged among fans to “decide a 
player of the year". This poll heightened awareness by supporters of the club of our 
supporters group and brought us closer to the players. The winner, incidentally, was 
Norman Kelly. 


PUBLIC EVENTS - The group publicised the club at three public events. Two of these were 
fairs where club merchandise was sold and the other wes a street parade in Queenbeyan. 
At the fairs, players held a clinic for youngsters which publicised the code. the team and the 
ACT Soccer Federation. 


At the beginning of the year we were a largely unknown group of people who had to 
establish our repetition with club. We did this by meeting with club staff to arrange events 
and publicity and delivering on specific goals. 

Although as fans we had personal opinions about on the field performances we did not 
see it as part of our bnef to promote or criticise individual players or coaches. We were 
there to promote the club as a whole through the good and the bad and to promote amity 
between all soccer fans. Towards the end of the season we were rewarded with an 
invitation to attend marketing meetings where we could learn of club initiatives and 
contribute to debate and decision making. 


| would suggest that if anyone is interested in forming a supporters group to 
approach the club for support once you have your core members. Talk with key 
staff and outline your aims (keep them modest and achievable in the beginning) and 
demonstrate your competence by delivering on small projects. Once your ‘bona 
fides’ have been established you may find that in time you will be priveleged to be 
part of the club planning and decision making process. 


We also wrote away to other supporters groups in Perth, Brisbane and Wollongong who 
were happy to send us details of how they operated - in this way we learnt from the 
experiences of others. 

Don't forget to have a few social functions among your group to enhance ‘bonding’ and 
sense of fun. e.g. we held a dinner to count Player of the Year votes and a party to watch 
the Ericsson Cup grand final. 


Being a group member has meant putting in many hours of voluntary work, attending 
meetings, writing papers, networking, making phone calls and planning. The bonus has 
been in discovering how our club works at close quarters and intimately shanng the highs 
and lows of victory and defeat, For next season we are hoping to become a fully fledged 
supporters club with more members and an independant financial base to further our 
activities, 


| urge others to write to 'Studs Up’ about their own experiences of running or 
joining a supporters club or group. Such information can be of benefit to all. 


lf anyone in Canberra wishes ta join our group for next season, please contact 
me on (06) 261 2900 or write to me at 8 Renwick Street, Chifley, ACT, 2606. 


Carlton have kicked off 


After months of speculation Carlton Soccer Club finally unveiled its first line-up in a 
friendly fixture against East Richmond at the Kevin Bartlett Reserve, although the starting 
eleven bore little resemblance to the combination likely to be fielded in Carlton's opening 
match, at home against Perth Glory. 

Lapsanky was a class above the other 21 on the park and Andy Vlahos looked good, as 
did Con Anthopoulos and Sean Douglas at the back. Robert Trajkovski will obviously be a 
major contributor this season, while the underrated Marcus Stergiopoulos was busy collectine 
many balls and generally making a nuisance of himself every time East Richmond threatened. 

But the big surprise was the new-look John Markovski, whose shirt literally flapped around 
the stomach region. At a guess he's down to about 14 and a half stone. When discussing the 
type of diet he may be employing one by-stander suggested it was the three-month-contract 
diet. He still has all the tricks and flicks and we feel to have to say it again, if John Markovski 
ever gets his shit together the Socceroos could really go places. Against East Richmond he 
played in a widish midfield role which occasionally saw him running from box to box. Yep, 
you read that nght! 

For the record, Carlton won 5-0 (I think) and Craig Lewis - whose previous NSL stint was 
at South Melbourne, scored Carlton's first goal with a header off both posts a minute before 
half-time. Anthopoulos headed in the second direct from a corner shortly after the break and 
after that the game disintegrated into a series of substitutions and I'm sure the referee even 
finished the game early. 

When Daniel Allsopp, Kresimir Marusic, Alan Hunter, maybe even Eddie Kmcevic and the 
‘mystery’ overseas player get involved Carlton will certainly have the nucleus of a great 
attacking team although how the defence holds up will be crucial to collecting early points. 





In summary, it was a very pleasant Sunday afternoon in the park, no entrance fee, very nice 
souvlakis for $3, and a chance to witness a bit of history. The only disappointment of the day 
was not having a souvenir of the day, no t-shirt, no matchday leaflet with players numbers 
(very frustrating for those who care about such things), not a cracker, 

Maybe Carlton wanted to keep the match as low key as possible. If that was the case the 
venue should not have been advertised in the two-page feature on Carlton in that day's Sunday 
Age. But some of the 300 or so may have been interested in buying a T-shirt. Unfortunately, 
they weren't given that opportunity. 





Why is it that grand final trips appear to have 
all the qualities of a fine case of red wine? 
Bay 23 Grand Final trip. May 97 From Heath Avery 


They get better every year and give your body a working over via a severe 48-hour 
booze session. As all readers will know, Brisbane was the venue for this years spectacle 
and what a buzz it turned out to be. Bay 23 (Sydney) sent their usual NSL emissaries 
along to check out the sights, sounds and hotels of Brissy and were not disappointed. 


Football lasts for approximately 90 mins fair enough, so some people who don't 
consider themselves fans of {he game probably can't work out why people would spend 
several hundred dollars and 2-3 full days of their time to watch 90 minutes of sport, But 
this is the true beauty of football isn't it, and when the first beer was opened 20 minutes 
after the 8:05am take-off from Sydney | knew it was on for young and old, Even the pre- 
booked taxi turned up on time at 7:00am, which is a sure sign of impending disaster (see 
above 6:05 flight) but this wasn't to be. 


| did feel sorry for the bastard dressed to the nines standing in the middle of Brisbane 
airport holding a large placard reading "Bay 23 Boys Sydney". He, apart from being a 
bastard, was also our limo driver. We always travel with no style whatsoever so a stretch 
limo was the only way to go! After a relaxing 20 minutes looking like rock stars instead of 
reformed football hooligans (mosily) we arrived at the very well named Marrs townhouse in 
good old Springhill. A case of VB cans for morning tea is not everyone's packet of biscuits 
but we had to make sure that the locals had not tampered with fine southern beer after all. 


12:30pm and our guide arrives. 12:31 and its the Spring Hill Hotel, just to make sure 
that the locals had not tampered with their own beer. With nothing bad to report we 
proceeded into the surprisingly large CBD of Brisbane, via Hungry Jacks and the dearest 
kebab shop known to man, to search around. A pile of wankers also known as the Qld 
State of Oregan team (why you would name a leaque rep side after a backwards hick state 
in the USA is beyond me), we're being introduced to a surprisingly small group of people, 
but who really cared? | now regret not booing them but we were after all in a strange place 
so best not to ruffle feathers until you can see the bird! 


Dear oh dear, 2pm and its the Treasury Hotel for a express 4 hour session, of course 
some of the guys decided that a shower before the evening festivities would be 
@ppropriate, but why shower with water when you can shower in beer. We bade fareweil to 
the pub and discovered we had picked up another tour guide by the name of Michael, who 
apart from being quick mouthed and friendly was also a man with a huge appetite for free 
sydney boys beer and restaurant food, but more on that later. 


Bay 23 has a tradition which goes back to the “Kum Den" and brilliantly named "Kum 
Inn’ in Melbourne in that wherever we go for football, we must find the Chinese restaurant 
with the filthiest name possible located in the particular city. Tonight had to be an 
exception and the Hong Kong BBQ had to be an emergency choice, as alcohol poisoning 
appeared to be in its advanc stages on some B23 lads. But there's nothing like a great 
feed to liven spirits, complete with a case of VB stubbies, just to be different, the night 
kicked on, 


—— a 


Or should | say kicked out. Michael the chancer from Brissy finally met his match in the 
form of the biggest Chinese chef this side of Peking, with just a little prompting from the 
good citizens from B23. No cash meant no dinner for the little ferret, good riddance we 
said! Once again the next item on the list might not appeal to those readers not broad 
minded enough for lashings of the naked female form but thankfully B23 also follow the 
good old fashioned tradition of xxx strip clubs and prostitutes galore. Nightmoves was the 
venue and apart from the $5 beers and the overpriced $50 private body dance it bordered 
en an.ok venue to unwind, throw up and then drink some more. We ended up at our new 
local, the Spring Hill Hotel for a late supper of VB and XXXX schooners followed by some 
late night dessert best not mentioned in family publications such as Studs Up. 

Eyes shut quicker than a Sydney United fan leaving Suncorp at 4:50pm on a Sunday..... 
Dawn and..... 


Eyes open quicker than the front bar at the Spring Hill pub, which was again sampled 
after a fantastic cooked breakfast of....hmmmmm???? Anyway, it tasted ok after being 
washed down by, yes, I'm afraid so, another case of VB cans. The mood was certainly 
building and the weather matched the excitement, which was brilliant to say the least. A 
quick game of football on the main road with a full water bottle got everyone pnmed and 
away we went to the stadium, located a brisk hungover twenty minutes away. 


Paul Wade proved more useful a guide than the security guards we asked about 
directions to the nearest thirst quenching association building, but we found a top of the 
pops pub after chatting with Mr Wade (which also appears to have become a traditional 
thing of lates, we do always run into him wherever we are, but Paul is always good value 
for a laugh and a chat). The Paddington Inn Hotel proved to be the creme de la creme of 
football pubs, heaps of fans piling in from the early moments, barmaids direct from the 
world top 100 sex goddess book, and sausage and onion rolls even John Markovski 


couldn't eat. Thirteen jugs later it was time to leave this oasis of football dreams and roll 


down the hill to the ever filling stadium, 


As you all could see on the telecast, the ground was awash with Blue and Gold colour 
and, of course, beer. The atmosphere - or should | say atmosfear - was awesome and was 
probably the third best crowd response to football we had seen behind the Argies WCq and 
the Israel WCq at the SFS. The game itself was, well, it was okay. Football trips aren't just 
about the game you know. Great to see the Strikers get the money over the highly rated 
United side, poetic justice | say. More internationals or even one intemational at Suncorp 
please Mr Hill. 


Forget about getting into a pub anywhere near Suncorp after Brisbane win anything. 
You can't, fullstop. So it was off to the Roma St Bar on top of the bus stop if you can work 
that out for some more sherberts and of course food. But it closed too soon I'm afraid so 
guess what? Back to the Spring Hill Hotel again fora change. Several beers and stories 
were swapped with the locals before the rush to the bus stop where a coach the size of Mt 
Everest picked us and three other tired travellers up to for the dash to the airport. 


It's great being on a plane full of drunks, you don't feel quilty about ordering two beers at 
a time and they usually behave worse than you so the trip back was extremely fast and 
extremely blurred, just like heaven. We all agreed that this was the ultimate away trip ever, 
thank you Brisbane, thank you SocAus, thank you 40,000 Queenslanders and thank you 
AXA, Jack Daniels, and Carlton & United Breweries. 





Journey To A Grand Final - Part 1 
by Chris Kunz 


In early February | get the news and | am not impressed! | may have to spend three weeks 
in May and June working in Brisbane. My wife and | discuss the possibilities and it is obvious | 
will have to leave her behind, Three weeks apart after no more than four days at any previous 
stretch seems like an eternity - then suddenly, a thought occurs to me... 

I'm told | would be flying out on Sunday May 18 and back Friday June 6 - that former date 
sounds familiar! | ring my good friend and Statistical Wizard Andrew Howe. Wiz tells me the 
Preliminary Final is set for May 18 and the Grand Final for May 25. Now all | have to do is 
hope Brisbane finishes in the top two, and | will see one of them, | swap my flight to an early 
Sunday morning one just in case - then realise that Brisbane play at home on Saturday nights. 
My only hope now is for a Brisbane Grand Final. 


The Strikers dip to fourth on the EC ladder then climb back to second and stay there. 
During the evening of Saturday May 3, I'm reading the latest issue of Studs Up in my lounge 
room when my wife (Lana) bursts in. "Milicic has been mentioned on the radio!” she blurs out 
This amazes me for two reasons - firstly that she recognizes the name of the Sydney United 
striker and secondly, that she bothered to tell me. 

It turns out that in between philandering with fruit in the kitchen, she had spun the radio dial 
and stumbled across Queensland ABC Radio. It was live commentary on the First Leg of the 
Major Semi Final from Suncorp. 

Instantly | order her back to her cooking as | take control of this emergency situation! 

In this most traditional of households, | switch on the commentary on the lounge room radio 
and agonise through the remainder of the game. The level of commentator urging for a home 
team win is nowhere stronger than in the north. The winning goal spreads euphoria across 
the airwaves, even if itis tempered by an all too chronic misunderstanding of how two-legged 
finals are resolved! 


On Monday 5th | ring Johnny Warren about other matters, but add that | think United will 
win the second leg 2-1, which won't be enough. As a barely average tipster in the OZ Soccer 
Internet Comp | am surprised at my own accuracy. It lS a Brisbane Grand Final! 

The night of Sunday 11th, | ring a friend in Brisbane and tell him to get tickets as soon as 
he can. Flying out of a freezing Canberra at 6.25 am on May 18, Brisbane's opponent wasn't 
to be known till the afternoon. 

| change flights in Sydney and walk into a near deserted departure lounge. A few metres 
away, deep in thought, correcting a speech (that | discovered from the night's TV news, would 
be given to an Australian Republican Movement meeting) was the elder statesman of Soccer 
Australia, President Neville Wran. 

introducing myself, | squat beside him as he puts away his speech and we talk about the 
state of the game and the future. After a minute he motions for me to sit beside him. There is 
something most likeable about this ‘Balmain Boy’. His colourful lanquage betrays his roots, 
but there is softness and charm in his eyes and a wealth of high-level experience in his 
background, 

As we walk down the passage to the aircraft, he asks me what | thought of the FA Cup - 
| had yet to see it | reply, but would be hoping to watch the replay. He tells me Chelsea won 
2-0 before | can say | don't want to know the score! We move to different parts of a 250 seal 
aircraft in which the crew outnumber the passengers. 


The Brisbane sunshine and warmth is matched by the coverage in the Courier Mail (CM) 
and on this first morning, the Sunday Mail - there is a full page on Strikers’ Assistant Coach 
Peter Tokesi and four more, including a double-page colour poster of Farina and the team. 


Part of the paper's Editorial is devoied to the rise of “Queensland sport's sleeping giant" in the 
guise of a "new breed of Australian club that has thrown off the shackles of ethnic-based 
football and now boasts a broad base of fans”. I'm beginning to believe this is a different 
country! 


a 


Monday brings another double-page CM spread - this time on the Strikers backroom team 
and also Clint Bolton, but on the flip side there is a reminder of the narrowness and potential 
for violence that goes hand in hand with clubs that are ostensibly the preserve of one ethnic 
group. The trouble at Parramatta Stadium the day before is yet another example of our game 
being held back by a misguided and selfish minority. As columnist Jeff Wells (whose writing | 
have always admired) stated, "if soccer does not shape up its national league now, kiss it 
goodbye", 


in the 20 years since the National League started, there has not, to my knowledge, been a 
single episode of trouble instigated, perpetuated by or most probably involving, supporters of 
community-based teams! | call the Brisbane Strikers Office and mention my concerns for 
security at the Grand Final. They say they haven't had problems with Sydney United 
supporters in the past, but | tell them that our experience in Canberra suggests that the ‘hard 
core’ had not made the trip north, but that Sunday would most likely be different. 

They first suggest | speak to the Suncorp Stadium who will provide security for the game, 
but then a change of mind results in me being given the number of Ericsson Cup 
Administrator, Peter Russell. | tell Russell that the security needs to be numerous, strong and 
decisive. He reminds me he has been in his position fourteen years - | am greatly reassured. 

Tuesday's CM brings news that finally Soccer Australia might act to expel the clubs 
involved in Sunday's Parramatta skirmish. There is sizeable coverage of the previous 
evenings big Super League Tri-series match between QLD and NSW at ANZ Stadium, 35,000 
attended, but it was later revealed that this included 15,000 free tickets. No such giveaway 
needed for the soccer! 

Wednesday's CM issue carries a back page photo and article on the Strkers young stars 
Hews, Knipe and Bell. On that day | drop in to the Strikers Office on the third floor of Suncorp 
Stadium. | am shown ralls of suitably inscribed gold-coloured stickers that the Strikers had 
hoped to place on a free chocolate for each spectator at the big game. They would never be 
used as Soccer Australia had said they didn't have the Sydney United logo to accompany the ap 
strikers one! 

Just after 11am a phone call comes through from the Ticketing Agency - 24,000 tickets 
sold and climbing. Carol explains that all seating in both stands and more than 4,000 in the 
Outer have gone. The Sydney Olympic vy Marconi NSL Grand Final record is all but shattered 
already and the 34 year South Coast y APIA club record is looking like a dead duck! As | 
head out | pass a large room where the Strikers are hosting a media and celebrity gathering. 
Outside, the brand new $25 Strikers Grand Final T-shirts are being placed on a table - | can't 
resist and buy the first one. The next morning, early, | wear the T-shirt on my daily walk down 
lpswich Rd to the newsagency. | am getting some strange looks, but I'm sure it isn't the logo - 
people in this tropical State wear jumpers at 12 degrees. They should spend some time in 
Canberra! 

The paper has a colour photo of Grand Prix driver Michael Schumacher on the back page, 
next to a large article "United fans told to behave for final’. Sydney United President Ivan 
Simic is quoted as saying “there will not be an ounce of trouble” and then that “since Hill has 
come up with his crap" the game is “like the wogs against Bnsbane”. 

Strikers GM, Alan Vessey says that security will be stepped up. 


In the course of my work, | bump into a Croatian-born gentleman, who tells me he and his 
son will be watching the GF from a corporate box. As a Brisbane resident, he assures me, he 
could not lose, no matter who wins! (When our paths crossed a week later, he seemed 
strangely sullen and depressed.) 

.... next issue - Part 2. 





Philip Mosely from Whitley College, Uni. of Melbourne presents the 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SCHOLARLY SOURCES 
ON OZ SOCCER 


Most scholarly sources on Oz Soccer and sport have been published through the 
Australian Society for Sports History. Each year the Society puts out two editions of its 
Bulletin and journal, Sporting Traditions. There's a regular series of monographs on special 
themes and the Society has organised the publication of such major books as The Oxford | 
Companion to Australian Sport and Cambridge UP's Sport in Australia, 


‘Sporting Traditions’ conferences have also been held biannually since 1977. This year 
members of the Society organised the inaugural ‘Football Conference’ in Brisbane, 21-23 
March. Melbourne is to hast the second such conference in 1998, probably out at VUT 
(Victoria Uni.) Sunbury, and from then on biannual events are planned on alternate years to 
‘Sporting Traditions’ conferences. 


Membership of A.S.S.H is cheap, currently $20 p.a. for individuals, students $10 p.a. 
(It might go up soon, bul not by much.) Write to: 
Richard Cashman, School of History, Uni of NSW, PO Box 1, Kensington NSW 2033. 
Phone: (02) 9385 2338, Fax: (02) 9385 1251 
Email: R.Cashman@unsw-.edu.au 


NB. Club histories, celebratory or anniversary histones, biographies, autobiographies and 
journalistic works have been excluded from the bibliography. So too have been non-sports 
speciic books, mostly centred on eihnic communities, which deal in part with soccer 
Manuscopts and obscure reports have been omitted as well. 


1. Published Books & Articles (** denotes Key Reading ) 


Dabscheck, Braham "Assaults on Soccer's Compensation System; Europe and Ausiralia 
Compared", Sporting Traditions vol 12 no 1 (Nov 1996) ** 


Dabscheck, Braham "Submission to the Soccer Enquiry Conducted by the Honourable 
Donald Gerard Stewart", A.S.S.H Bulletin no 21 (Dec 1994) 


Dabscheck, Braham "Early Attempts at Forming Soccer Players Unions in Australia", 
sporiing Traditions vol 12 no 2 (May 1994) ** 


Hallinan, Christopher J. & March L. Krotee “Conceptions of Nationalism & Citizenship 


Among Non-Angio Celtic Soccer Clubs in an Australian City". Journal of Sport & Social 
Issues val Tf na 2 (Aug 1993) 





Harrison, Graham "“Whai's in an Ethnic Name?: Soccer Clubs in Australia", Canberra 
Anthropology vol 2 no 2 (act 1979) 


Hay, Roy “Another Abortive Soccer Players’ Union". A.S.S.H Bulletin no 24 (Jun 1996) 


Hay, Roy “Marmaras's Oyster or Seamond's Baby?: The Formation of the Victorian Soccer 
Federation’, Sporting Traditions vol 10 no 2 (May 1994) ** 





Hay, Roy "British Football, Wogball or the World Game?: Towards a Social History of 
Victorian Soccer”, in Ethnicity & Soccer in Australia: A.S.S.H Studies in Sports History no 
10 (Feb 1994) 








Hughes, Tony "A Soccer Fan's Forgotten Dream: The William Kennard Cup", A.S.3.H 
Bulletin no 24 (Jun 1996) 


Hughson, John "Football, Folk Dancing and Fascism: Diversity and Difference in 


Multicultural Australia", Australian & New Zealand Journal of Sociology, forthcoming 


Hughson, John "The Bad Blue Boys and the 'Magical Recovery’ of John Clarke", in G. 


Armstrong & R. Giulianotti (eds.) The Anthropology of Football: Conflict, Identity and the 
Carnivalesque, Berg, Oxford 1896 


Hughson, John “Australian Soccer: Ethnic’ or ‘Aussie’?: The Search for an Image", 
Current Affairs Bulletin Mar 1992 


Roy Jones & Philip Moore “He Only Has Eyes For Poms’: Soccer, Ethnicity & Locality in 
Perth, WA", in Ethnicity & Soccer in Australia; A.S.5.H Studies in Sports History no 10 (Feb 
1994) 


Miller, Toby "The Unmarking of Soccer: Making a Brand New Subject", in Celebrating The 
Nation: A Critical Study of Australia’s Bicentenary, (eds.) T, Bennett et al, Allen & Unwin, St 
Leonards 1992 


Philip meee doasbiet Cashman, John O'Hara & Hilary Weatherburn (eds.) Sporting 
d Eth ia, Forecourt Press, Sydney 1977** 
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1997 Ericsson Cup Awards 
Hilton Ballroom, Sydney Hilton, May 31 


Great venue, great organisation, great food, nice trophies, and all live on Optus Vision, 
Following what was the most successful season in NSL / A-Leaque history, it seemed 
appropriate that the season was closed with what was widely agreed to be the most 
successful awards night in history, and we're not just saying that because we scored an 
invite!!! Almost everything ran like clockwork, save for George Smilovic's late arrival on 
stage for his second set, and despite all the drama of the Sydney United situation that 
afternoon, even the SU boys had a big night once they reached the downstairs bar. 


Browsing around the room it was mind-boggling to consider the amount of talent in the 


room, probably the greatest array of Aussie soccer talent ever assembled in the one venue. 


Bosnich, Slater, Farina... God, the list was endless. 

The media awards were dispensed with rather quickly, with the winners being denied an 
opportunity to thank their wives/mothers/editors, although there was one exception. 
Yep, you guessed it, SBS was given the chance to trumpet their commitment to soccer, 


Once the ‘live’ part of the night began it was fascinating ta watch most of the quests 
reading the autocue, as if they were just waiting for Les or Robert to stuff it up! Nah, these 
blokes have read too many to totally botch it. 

The choice of guest presenters was a real mixture. It was curious that ‘special guests’ 
Dwight Yorke and Ugo Ehiogu were called upon to help out on stage, Given the luminaries 
present it seemed odd that a couple of Aston Villa players were up with, well, okay, their 
clubmate Mark Bosnich. They shuffled awkwardly and to be honest were probably more at 
home earlier that day when they held an autograph session at Chatswood (with Bozza, of 
course). Even Robbie Slater himself queried the relevance of him presenting the top 
scorers award. 


But by the end of the night there were no real complaints as everyone | spoke to agreed 
itwas the best night they’d had in ages. Well, in this country anyway. Unfortunately the 
entertain didn't really do it for most of the under 50's, so it was off to the downstairs bar and 
beyond where the players were engaged in animated conversation until well into the night. 
For one night all the woes of soccer in Australia were put aside as everybody sensed the 
sport was about to enter a memorable period. 


But! must mention one last observation. Once again, Johnny Warren didn't present the 
award bearing his name. There was probably a very good reason, but no-one bothered to 
mention it. 


layers’ Player of the Year Under 21 Player of the Year 

The John Warren Medal (The Sam Papasavas Medal) 
Kresimir Marusic Sydney Utd 214 Kasey Wehmman Brisbane 234 
Paul Trimboli South Melb 197 Brett Emerton UTS Olympic 143 
Ante Milicic Sydney Utd 192 Tom Pondeljak Melb Knights 101 
David Zdrilic Sydney Utd 105 
Troy Halpin Newcastle 51 
J ie Walker Coach of the Ye Goalkeeper of the Year 
Branko Culin Sydney Utd 26 Jason Petkovic Ad City330 
Frank Farina Brisbane 14 Michael Petkovic Sth Melb ero 
Gary Marocehi Perth Glory 13 Zeljko Kalac Sydney Uid 205 
Referee of the Year Assistant Referee of t 
Simon Micallef (NSW) John Bowdler (NSW) 


National Youth Leaque P.O.Y 
Northern Division 
Michael Cunico (AIS) 60 
Eddie Bosnar (AIS) 30 
Mile Sterjovski (AIS) 25 


southern Division 

Levent Osman (VIS) 32 
Brandon Vassallo (VIS) 21 
Marco Maisano (Bentleigh) 14 





| 
| 
| 


Media Awards 
MAGAZINE 
Best Report (Match or single issue) - Andrew Harper - ‘Battle of the Impressionists’ (Soccer Australia 
Magazine) 
Best Feature Report - Matthew Hall - 'Frankie aims for Hollywood’ (Total Sport magazine) 
RADIO 
Best Report (News or feature) - Trevor Thompson - Report on Preliminary Final (ABC Radio) 
TELEVISION 
Sports news content - Clint Wheeldon - ‘Glory Hill'- Channel 10, Perth & Ben Davies - ‘Major 
Semi-Final 2nd leg - Channel 7, Brisbane 
Best feature story - SBS TV - Grand Final review 
PHOTO JOURNALIS 
Best photo - Nathan Richter - Grand Final - Courier Mail, Bisbane 
NEWSPAPER 
Best report - Garry Legg - Grand Final report - Courier Mail, Brisbane 
Best feature report - Michael Cockerill - ‘My Hero’ - Sydney Morning Herald 








Just enough room for some womens news 

The revolution continues at the Victorian Womens Soccer Association with the new 
commitiee examining all facets of the Association, Many executive members now have less 
than two years experience at that level allowing the odd 'new broom’ analogy. 

The VWS5SA will be moving into the new VSF offices later this year and hope to employ a 
general manager to oversee operations. Vith the number of government grants available 
these days the Association will be looking to encourage all mens clubs to have womens 
teams in an effort to broaden the base at both junior and senior level. They are looking to 
have 100 clubs involved by 2000 (currently 46 teams) catering for 2000 players (currently 
750). Development squads remain a high priority although clouds continue to hover over 
the coaching position, 

Refereeing continues to be a problem, and the VWSA, will need to work hard in that area. 
Many aames this season have needed to rely on club officials to do the match officiating, 


And some Queensland news - From Anthony Fensom 

No major news to report regarding the Stnkers. The squad have re-signed for next season, 
with the exception of Alan Hunter, Gary Phillips and Danny Wright. The former has joined 
Carlton as captain with the latter both retiring. Frank Farina is having a holiday and will return 
for pre-season training on the Ist of August. 

The Strikers have forwarded a membership offer to all QSF registered players, detailing 
three options: season tickets, social club membership, or a summer package combining the two 
packages. A general admission season ticket for all home matches ts priced at $125 for a single 
adult and 3250 for a family. Social club membership offers after-match get-togethers with 
players, discounts and access to the licensed club. The Strikers are offerine interstate 
supporters as part of their membership two tickets to watch the Strikers playing away, and 
discounts at Brisbane hotels. In sum, a good mix of packages aimed at building upon the 
success of the grand final 

The Strikers are also holding their Annual Awards Celebration Dinner on Thursday July 17 
at the Bnsbane Hilton Hotel. Results next issue. 


Laurie Schwab will be remembered.... 
News has crept out that South Melbourne and Melbourme Knights will play for 
the Laurie Schwab Memorial Trophy some time in the near future, 
Stay tuned for details. 











Did that REALLY happen? 


MAY 

18- Marconi appoint Zoran Matic as coach fora 12 month period. 

22 ~- SA Soccer launches it's own FUTSAL team to be known as the Adelaide Forces, 
backed by HomeStart Finance with the Clipsal Powerhouse nominated as a venue for 
national-league finals. 

23 - Adelaide City players to go out on loan to SA Soccer clubs during the winter recess in 
the A-League include, Bradley Hassell (Modbury Jets), Joe Barbaro (Birkalla Eagles), Brad 
Armour (Seaford Surfers). Meanwhile West Adelkaide's Jim Tsekinis is questing for 
Salsibury Apaches. 

27 - Cyrille Ndongo-Keller and the West Adelaide Sharks have reached a confidential 
agreement for compensation over a contractual dispute. Ndongo-Keller is now free to find 
a new club. 

26 - Sharks midfielder Ross Aloisi signs for Swiss first division club Aarau. 

29 - After signing Sydeny United and Socceroo ‘keeper Zeljko Kalac, Portsmouth manager 
Terry Fenwick tums up in Adelaide to sign West Adelaide striker Hamilton Thorpe, The 
Sharks also release goalkeper Mike Harkness back to WA club Sorrento. Nintendo Gold v 
Green ratings are out peaking at 1 million viewers Australia wide - 600,000, in Sydney, 
200,000 in Melbourne and 280,000 in Brisbane. 


JUNE 

2 - Paul Okon has arthroscopic surgery on his right knee and will miss the Oceania 
preliminary group games atleast. Meanwhile Mark Viduka is still missing.... 

3 - Sharks forward Hamilton Thorpe signs with Portsmouth for an undisclosed fee, 
Sydney United's Robert Trajkovski signs with the newly formed Carlton which also signs 
team mate and Ericsson Cup Player of the year Kresimir Marusic the next day. 

4 - Melbourne Knights take out the national youth league title with a 1-0 win over Sydney 
United. Branko Bacak scores the only goal of a game which sees Sydney dominate 
possession and hit the woodwork on numerous occasions. The match is played as a 
curtain raiser to ihe Nintendo match. 

5 - The worst kept secret in Oz soccer is finally made public when Branko Culina is 
revealed as the new Canberra coach. Most insiders knew about the appointment before 
the grand final. Wonder why the media never went public with the knowledge...... 

The Cosmos also announce a new sponsorship agreement with computer company Novell 
at $250,000 per year for 3 years. Sad news with the death of former West Adelaide 
president Harry Zacharoyannis, 44, the guiding influence behind the Shark's resurgence on 
and off ihe field in recent years. 

12 - The SocAus Committee of Inquiry, set up to investigate proceedings at Parramatta 
Stadium on Preliminary Final day, decides to adjoum the hearing until July 10, enabling 
Sydney United to “more fully prepare its defence of the charges". 

24 - South Melboume defender and card collector Alex Kuzmanovic signs with West 
Adelaide . 


JULY 

1- The VSF completes settlement for the sale of Soccer House and the purchase of new 
premises at 236 Dorcas ST, South Melbourne. The move to Dorcas St is expected to take 
place in mid to late August. 

4 - SocAus announces that QSF president Wally Dann has been elected (by the state and 
territory federations) te the Board of Soccer Australia. He replaces Mr Teamsheet - aka 
Peter Gray. Wally Dann joins David Hill, Basil Scarsella and Don Di Fabrizio (elected by 
the stakeholders), Fred Lenzi (nominated by the clubs), and George Nequs and Sue Baker- 
Finch (the two independents elected by the board of Soccer Australia). 





“What can we do that will make a difference to the enjoyment of participants, 


and to the growth of our sport in Victoria and Australia?" 
That was the key question the VSF commissioners considered during a recent workshop on ‘fulure 
directions’. Comments, suggestions and whinges are invited until the end of July, Send ‘em to: 


VSF, P O Box 2134, St Kilda West, 3182, Victoria 


"The Farr Post' hits double figures! 
An celebrates Brisbane's memorable victory in style. To know about EVRYTHING that 
happened on thal preal day -as well as ALL the other Queensland news - get on to Tony 
Moranal) Sports Coot, PO Box 478, Bulimba 4171 or E-mail him at ajm@world.net 





Card Collector's Corner 

Peter Kunz is keen fo ack down all 1963 & 1965 Scanlens Soccer Cards. He also needs a 
Futura Wild Card (Redemplion Card) from the 1994 series. He can be contacted during business 
hours (after Bam) on (06) 252-6259 

Jesse Riddell has all bul 2 slicker cards from the USA ‘94 World Cup Sticker Cards Series 
put out by Panini. The numbers required are 325 and 348 and he would be willing to part with any of 
his ‘spares’ from that series (and he has a lot). If anyone can help Jesse can be contacted at 39 
Lumeah St, Narrabundah ACT 2604. 


Radio News 1, -FOUR DIEGOS MOVE TO SATURDAYS 


The excellent Four Diego's Soccer Show has moved to a new timeslot, You can now “Stay cool, 
hang loose" between 10am - 12 midday on Saturdays. The frequency - 97.4 FM - remains the same. 


Radio News 2. - THE BIG MATCH IS NO MORE 


‘The Big Match’ will no longer be heard on 36M on Monday nights. The radio station has been sold 
io a Greek consortium who have decided the current format needs a complete overhaul... 


New Programme Catalogue available! 

Programme collector/seller Trevor Moore has produced an updated catalogue detailing the 
variely of match programmes and soccer related magazines he has for sale. For example he has 
loads of NSL match programmes - especially from the early 1980's, stacks of state league 
programmes, intemationals, annuals and yearbooks as well as the definitive collectors publication, 
‘Programme Monthly". Interested parties should contact Trevor at: 68 Tristan St, Carindale, Qid 
4152, Ph: (07) 3398-7046 E-mail: trmoore@supacom.brisnet.org.au 


Planning a holiday? 
‘Tours Your Way' would like all potential travellers to be aware that they can obtain tickets to 
ANY football game In the UK. They are also importing supporters gear (MUFC etc) al reasonable 
prices. For more info ring (07) 5593 2684 orfax (07) 5593 0866 





‘restricted’ membership for 345 which entitles the member to a number of privileges including 
meeting the team al their interstate hotel, free entry to the BJS should the member be in Melbourne, 
key ring, newsletters etc. For enquiries ring Liz (at the club) on (03) 9645-9797 


The Guru was wrong! 

In SU23 Andrew Howe wrote that only ONE goal has been scored by a goalkeeper (Bob Callin) in 
open play inthe NSL, Well, he has since realised that there in fact has been TWO goals scored in 
that fashion. Mike Gibson also did it for St George y Marconi in round 18, 1988. He just thought he'd 
let us know before some other smaribottams told us..... 








Look out for.... 


JULY 

27 - A possible grand final preview in the NSW Super League as Parramatta host 
Bonnyriag White Eagles. In Victoria, Bulleen host Heidelberg. Should be interesting given 
what happened when they met earlier this season..... 


AUGUST 

3 - Final round of the NSW Super League sees Central Coast v Leichhardt, Parramatia v 
Canterbury. 

10 - Final round of the XXXX Premier League: Coalstars v Brisbane City, Beenleigh v 
Taringa Rovers, Bundaberg v Rochedale, Wynnum v Brisbane Lions. 

And its the final round in Victoria as well, with Green Gully v Preston and Springvale v 
Bentleigh looking to be the pick of the bunch, 

17 - The VSF Premier League finals get underway. Expect a double-header.... 

29 - South Melbourne host Carlton in the Tynan/Eyre Memorial Match. And in keeping 
with the police theme it is expected the curtain-raiser will feature the cast of Blue Heelers 
taking on the cast of Water Rats. Maybe it's one to consider taking the family to? 

Well, at least it's not the Deputy Commissioners XI or Jeff Kennett's XI again..... 

31 - NSW Super League Grand Final and XXXX Premier League Grand Final 


SEPTEMBER 
4-21 - Warld U-17 Championships in Egypt - not that we have to worry about that! 
Group A (in Cairo) - Egypt, Thailand, Chile, Germany 
Group B (in Ismailyah) - New Zealand, Mali, Mexico, Spain 
Group C (in Alexandria) - Oman, USA, Austria, Brazil 
Group D (in Port Said) - Argentina, Ghana, Costa Rica, Bahrain 


7 - VSF Grand Final - to be held at the Bob Jane Stadium. It's on a Sunday so expect a 
3:00pm kick-off, 

14 - South Melbourne will be halding on Open Day at the Bob Jane Stadium, featuring a 
fun run with the players, a sausage sizzle, and an opportunity to ‘explore’ the BJS - 
including the boardroom, change rooms, press box etc. 

19 -VSF Gala Auction Night at the Veneto Social Club, Bulleen Rd, Bulleen. 

Tickets are $40 per head for a 3 course meal, drinks and entertainment (we are reliably 
informed it won't involve Jeff Kennett's Xl). All funds raised will assist the Vic Junior and 
Development Squads. Contact Wendy Lutton on (03) 9537-2533 or 0414 645 390 


OCTOBER 
3/4/5 - Ericsson Cup kicks off - Expect Carlton to host Perth, Brisbane to host South 
Melboume. 


DECEMBER 
The Confederations Cup kicks off in Saudi Arabia 
12 - Australia v Mexico 14 - Australia v Brazil 16 - Australia v Saudi Arabia 


1998 
FEBRUARY 
7-28 - 1998 African Nations Cup Finals - in Burkino Faso (Zimbabwe on stand-by) 


MAY 
17 - Ericsson Cup Grand Final 


JUNE 
10 - World Cup Finals kick-off with malches in Paris and Montpellier 


